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The Vimy Gala was a great success as noted in the 

previous Bulletin. We have had a busy summer – 

with lots of planning for various events. 

 

The Association D-Day dinner was well attended 

with about 60 persons enjoying the evening. A big 

thank-you to Pat O’Hagan who coordinated with the 

Ward Room at Prevost and with Kosmos catering. 

The biggest complaint about the evening was that 

we ran out of red wine. Who knew that the Hussars 

could drink so much!?!  

 

The Association led by the Honorary Colonel, 

supported the Sarnia Saints Rugby team once again 

this year in its ‘Playing it Forward’ program.  The 

2017 beneficiary was the ‘Do It For Sarnia’ 

campaign.  This year the rugby team played for the 

149th Battalion trophy, which was first competed for 

in 1916. They won the game and got to drink from 

the cup. The trophy will reside in the trophy case in 

the George Stirrett Armoury. I had the privilege to 

present the cup along with Ron Prior of the 

Association. Speaking of Ron, he donated two 

wonderful models of a ‘DD’ tank to the Museum 

for display. These models will help our guests to 

understand the role of the 1st Hussars on D-Day.  

 

John Leistra is now the official “Sadderly NCO” of 

the Cavalry Troop and he proudly wears the 

emblem that has not been worn in the Regiment 

since 1939. John is rebuilding saddles and making 

most of the leather for the horses in the Cavalry 

Troop. Well done, John.  

 

The Westlake Brothers Souvenir Association 

exchange continued with MCpl Nick Phoenix and 

Sgt Andy Coukell journeying back to France.  We 

welcomed two young ladies from the WBSA - Ines 

and Charlotte, who visited us for our D-Day 

weekend. 

 

The City of London requested a condition report on 

Holy Roller. This was the first time since 1956 that 

the tank was opened, cleaned and thoroughly 

examined. It’s in remarkable shape with only the 

engine and drive train missing. Our intrepid team of 

explorers (led by Association member Perry Kitson) 

did find a lot of garbage, including syringes and an 

angry squirrel or two. A restoration company 

handled the garbage removal and our team collected 

some fascinating artifacts and raised the gun.  There 

are some photos included in this Bulletin. 

 

 

Cont’d - 
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I was interviewed by Nick Kester of 106.9 The X – 

the Fanshawe College radio station.  We discussed 

the 1st Hussars Museum, ‘Death of a Gunner’, and 

the Regiment. Visit this link to hear the complete 

interview:  

Https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B15NN27i3XcnNn

VGYWhGZHZ0eGM/view 

 

The book “Death of a Gunner”, the WWI Diary of 

Lieutenant Woodman Leonard D.S.O is almost sold 

out. Nancy and I have been doing many signings at 

various book stores and locations in and around 

London. All money raised by the sale of the book 

goes to the Museum.  

 

Two of our enterprising Association members, Nick 

Corrie and Michelle Lundy have taken it upon 

themselves to record and document as many stories 

of our WWII Association members as possible. 

Thanks to the both of you for helping to save these 

important stories.  We are in the process of figuring 

out the best way to share these biographies - stay 

tuned.   

 

Tickets are now on sale for the big “Back to the 

Beach” fundraising pub that helps to fund our 

yearly exchange between 1H soldiers and students 

from the WBSA.  There are more details on the 

event included in this issue of the Bulletin. Tickets 

and tables can be purchased online at 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1st-hussars-back-to-

the-beach-tickets-37347951729 

It is tremendously important for us to support this 

great cause, which is the legacy of HCol Maas.  

Also, if you have a business or know someone who 

can help to support us, we can offer a charitable tax 

receipt or an invoice for advertising at the event.  

Please contact me if you have any leads or know 

someone who wishes to donate.  

 

We are looking to a great fall. See you on the trace! 

 

Joe Murray 

President of the 1st Hussars Association 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Association weekly lunches are held on Thursdays 

1200 hrs at the Mocha Shrine Centre, 

468 Colborne Street, London ON. 

 

Saturday 16 Sept & Sunday 17 Sept 2017 

Doors Open at 1H Museum 

10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

1st Hussars Museum 

1 Dundas St, London ON. 

 

3 Nov 2017 

Back To the Beach Annual Fundraiser 

8:00 pm – 1:00 am (doors at 7:30) 

London Ukrainian Centre, London ON. 

Tickets available at RHQ, Eventbrite and at the 

door for $30.  Reserved tables of 8 are available. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1st-hussars-back-to-

the-beach-tickets-37347951729 

 

5 Nov 2017 

1H Remembrance Ceremony 

10:45 am at Holy Roller, Victoria Park, London ON 

Reception to follow after service, TBA. 

 

 

1H Association Meetings 
Dress: Good Casual 

 

 
 

SARNIA BRANCH MEETINGS 

Thursday 14 Sept 2017, 1900 hrs 

Thursday 12 Oct 2017, 1900 hrs 

Thursday 9 Nov 2017, 1900 hrs 

 

Location:  Sgt’s Mess – George Stirrett Armoury 

574 Confederation St. Sarnia  

 
  

LONDON BRANCH MEETINGS 

Sunday 24 Sept 2017, 1300 hrs 

Sunday 15 Oct 2017, 1300 hrs 

  

 Location: Byron/Springbank Legion 

 1276 Commissioners Rd. W. London 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B15NN27i3XcnNnVGYWhGZHZ0eGM/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B15NN27i3XcnNnVGYWhGZHZ0eGM/view
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1st-hussars-back-to-the-beach-tickets-37347951729
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1st-hussars-back-to-the-beach-tickets-37347951729
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1st-hussars-back-to-the-beach-tickets-37347951729?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventurl_text
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/1st-hussars-back-to-the-beach-tickets-37347951729?aff=utm_source%3Deb_email%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dnew_event_email&utm_term=eventurl_text
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In Memoriam 
 

 

Mervin Abram 

31 July 2017, age 78, London Ontario 

Merv started out in the Navy and joined 9 Signals 

Squadron in 1965.  In 1969, Merv and several other 

transferred to the 1st Hussars.  He retired in 1983 as 

an MWO, Squadron Sergeant Major of A Sqn. 

 

Shirley Dixon 

20 February 2017, age 87, Mitchell Ontario 

Shirley was wife of the late William “Mac” Dixon, 

who was a D-Day veteran of the 1st Hussars. 

 

Janet Hughes 

19 August 2017, age 82, London Ontario 

Janet was the mother-in-law of Association member 

Todd Graham, and beloved mother of his wife Jayne. 

 

Clive Law 

10 June 2017, age 63, Ottawa Ontario 

A former officer of the GGFG, Clive’s publishing 

company “Service Publications” produced Joe & 

Nancy Murray’s book “Death of a Gunner”. 

 

Irene Martin 

13 October 2016, age 95, London Ontario 

Irene was a warbride who met her husband John 

when he served with the 1st Hussars in WWII.  John 

Martin passed away in 1999. 

 

Robert Park 

7 May 2017, age 82, London Ontario 

Robert was a 1st Hussar during the mid 50’s and early 

60’s.  When he was released he held the rank of 

Sergeant, and had also served in the permanent force 

for the Royal Canadian Navy. 

 

Ronald Stewart 

19 August 2017, age 95, Woodstock Ontario 

Ron was a D-Day veteran of the 1st Hussars and a 

great supporter.  He is survived by his wife Eileen, 

who is also a member of the Association. 

Good & Welfare 
 
Nick Corrie has much improved vision after his 

cataract surgery at the end of May. 

Al Engelhardt is still awaiting surgery. 

Joe Murray had surgery on his ankle on D-Day of 

2017.  He is up and at’em again with the use of a 

cane.  

 

Richard Shaftoe suffered a stroke back in June. On 

top of this, his arthritis has been giving him grief. 

General Susanne reports that he is on the mend and 

progressing well, and has rejoined the gang for 

Thursday lunch.  

 
 

FYI… 
 

…Capt Dave Anderson retired from the Canadian 

Forces in August.  BZ and enjoy your retirement. 

 

…past HCol John Drake was inducted into the 

London Business Hall of Fame.  He was spotted in 

his photo op wearing a Regimental tie…well done, 

Sir! 

 

…congratulations to MWO Jamie Knight, who 

was promoted in June. 

 

…congrats to Sgt Karen Knight who made history 

at the D-Day parade by being the first female 

member of the Guidon Party - 161 years in the 

making.  

 

…a thanks goes out to Cpl Jason Roome for taking 

charge of keeping Holy Roller and the surrounding 

area in top condition. 

 

…In May of this year, a number of reservists from 

31 CBG volunteered to support flood relief in 

Quebec. Well done! 

 



 

 

4 

 
 

 

The Regiment looked sharp and the Association led 

the parade as usual. The Cavalry Troop made a 

great impression on everyone and the lone charger 

symbolizing the sacrifice of the Regiment was also 

on parade. The cadets looked like real Hussars with 

their Regimental ascots, and Regimental 

accoutrements that completed their uniform.  

 

 
The Regiment on parade. 

Photo: M. Lundy 

 

 
LCol Scheid, HLCol Myny and HCol Hogan 

Photo: J. Greenshields 

Prior to the events, the Association decided that 

gunner Aris Domnas, formerly of ‘C’ Squadron, be 

held to account for being out of uniform for the last 

72 years. The Association noticed when in Holland 

for the Liberation tour in 2015, Aris had his 

campaign ribbons up, but no medals. When we 

inquired about the whereabouts of his medals, Aris 

replied “I never bothered to apply for them”. 

 

This is when the plotting and scheming started. We 

obtained his medals and notified his daughter 

Alison, who is a lawyer in North Carolina. Alison 

drove up with Aris to the D-Day weekend and on 

June 3rd, and in front of his comrades and in the 

shadow of ‘Holy Roller’ he was presented his “big 

five” decorations for his service in WWII. The 

Regiment once again made history as it took both 

Honorary Colonels, the CO and the RSM to figure 

out how to pin the medals up on Aris. The 

ceremony was recorded by CTV London and is 

available at the following link:  
http://london.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=1139298 
 

 
 The historical “pinning of the medals” 

Photo: J. Greenshields 

 

 
D-Day veterans Aris Domnas, Phil Cockburn and Jim Fisher. 

Photo: M. Lundy 

http://london.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=1139298
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D-Day 2017 cont’d - 
 

 

 
Cavalry Troop on parade 

Photo: J. Greenshields 
 

 
Guidon Party 

Photo: M. Lundy 

 

 

 

A Letter to the Editor… 
 
Thank-you so much to Nick Corrie & Michelle 

Lundy for putting together a biography booklet on 

my husband Thomas Raeside, who served in the 

Canadian Armed Forces from 1941-1972.  He 

landed on D-Day with C Sqn of the First Hussars. 

 

It is nice to know that somebody cares enough to 

honour the history of the 1st Hussars in this way, 

and especially to honour Tom.  He was such a 

brave, good man.  Now my family and I have the 

booklet to look at, and we have passed on copies far 

& wide! 

 

You brought all the lovely memories back to me, 

thanks so much. 

 

-Iris Raeside 

 

 
Thomas Raeside & his English warbride,  

Iris (Hutt) from Woking. 

 
*If you are interested in receiving .pdf versions of any 

of the completed biography booklets, please contact 

The Bulletin: 1sthussarsbulletin@gmail.com 

 

mailto:1sthussarsbulletin@gmail.com
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Sarnia Saints Playing It Forward  
for Mental Health Sarnia 
By Ron Prior 

 

On Wednesday, July 5th, 2017 members of the  

1st Hussars supported the Sarnia Saints ‘Playing It 

Forward’ for Mental Health with Dan Edwards, by 

purchasing two tables for the dinner and silent 

auction. 

 

 
Dan Edwards, who as a Sarnia teenager was 

paralyzed from the neck down in a school wrestling 

accident. Now as a young man he is a motivational 

speaker on his accident and mental health to 

schools, corporations and service groups. 

 

 

In attendance were President Joe Murray and Nancy 

Murray, HCol Barry Hogan and Marsha Hogan, 

Ron Prior and Valerie Prior, Ken Johnson and his 

friend Helen, Bill Chafe and Laurie Chafe, Mike 

Procure, Ann Wilkinson, Ron Janus and Pat 

O’Hagan.  Our support was for the Sarnia Saints 

support last year in raising $5,000 for the LAVIII 

Afghanistan Monument Project at the Playing It 

Forward dinner. President Joe Murray spoke at the 

dinner about the 149th Battalion 1916 

Championship Rugby Trophy found at the Sarnia 

Armoury. He also had the opportunity to speak 

about his and Nancy’s Book, “Death of a Gunner” 

before his book was auctioned off.  

 

On Saturday, July 8th, 2017, the Sarnia Saints 

Rugby Team played it forward against the Hamilton 

Rugby team at Norm Perry Park, in Sarnia, ON.  

The Saints played a tough, brutal, hard-hitting close 

game and won over the Hamilton Rugby Team. 

Association Member Ron Prior presented the 

engraved 1st Hussar miniature cavalry sword, to 

Spencer Houlihan, the Sarnia Saints Rugby Team 

Captain.    

 

 

 
  

President Joe Murray presented the 149th Battalion 

1916 Rugby Championship Trophy to the Sarnia 

Saints Rugby Team as the winners and they were 

permitted to toast from the trophy cup.   
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Photo Ops: 

 
Association representation at the Goderich visit of 

Princess Margriet of the Netherlands in May. 

 

 
Mike Steele & Joe Murray (and Erik Morke – not 

pictured) visited Ron Watts, and presented a copy of 

the book he helped to edit: “Death of a Gunner” 

 

 
A warm welcome for Ines & Charlotte, the two 

students from the WBSA exchange  

“Back to the Beach” 

 
A big thanks to Mike Procure who organized a  

successful 1H 80’s reunion in June. 

Photo: Lisa Sage 

 

 
Nancy Murray in proper Edwardian style 

Fanshawe Pioneer Village – WWI Education Day 

 

 
A blast from the past – any familiar faces? 
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1st Hussars Museum Report 
By Steve Liggett 

 

We certainly did not have an ideal summer, and had 

more than our fair share of rain. On Canada Day, 

we opened at 10:00 and closed at 16:00. For most of 

that time, it was partly cloudy, but there were a 

number of people around. The festivities did not 

start in Harris Park until 12:00, but we still had seen 

35 visitors by that time. Although only some of the 

people stopped in, there were plenty of people in the 

area and heading into the park, that is until the rain 

started and everyone disappeared. We even had a 

few people trapped in the Museum, until it eased off 

enough for them to make a run for it. We would 

normally expect to have more visitors the later it 

got, but as the rain came towards the end of our day, 

we did not get as many visitors as last year. 

However, we were also open longer last year. In the 

end, we had 118 people visit and get a tour from our 

volunteers. Thanks go out to Museum Committee 

volunteers Alastair, Pat, Michelle, Don and Joe. Pat 

also talked his wife Danelle into helping out. 

 

Two other individuals who helped out on the day 

our summer student staff Alicia Boyer and Andrew 

Johnston. They started near the beginning of June 

and finished the last Friday in August. As a result, 

the Museum was open Monday to Friday, 10:00 to 

17:00 throughout the summer. 

 

We have had an eventful time at the Museum this 

year. The large sign on the post at the front of the 

Museum was stolen. The theft was well organized 

as the sign was very heavy and was cut off of the 

post.  The theft was reported to the police, but it is 

unlikely that it will ever be recovered. The Museum 

also had a water leak in the basement, which was 

stopped but required replacing some equipment that 

operates the splash pad. During the students first 

week, they had to deal with a damaged AC unit, the 

fire alarm frequently going off, and a visitor’s 

bicycle being stolen, even though it was properly 

locked up.  Fortunately, since the City owns the 

building, all of the repairs were their responsibility. 

 

Our next major event will be Doors Open on 

September 16 & 17. 

 

Alicia and Andrew 
1H Museum Summer Students 
By Alicia Boyer 

 

 
 

Since summer is now coming to an end, it is time 

for the summer students, Alicia Boyer and Andrew 

Johnston, to leave the Museum and head back to 

Western. They’ve done a lot around the Museum 

this summer, trying to organize and update some of 

the displays. 

            

Johnston, the more technical of the two, has done a 

lot to update the Museum’s digital archives, 

scanning many old documents including the 

Overlord orders. He has also done a lot of work to 

retrieve information on the First Hussars during the 

Great War through many libraries and national 

archives.   

  

Boyer, on the other hand, has handled the social 

media, in addition to organizing a lot of the 

Museum’s files. Whilst organizing the photo 

cabinet, she has found many interesting pictures and 

has uploaded them to the First Hussars’ new 

Instagram account. You can follow the new account 

@1sthussars on Instagram. 

 

While they have enjoyed their entire summer at  

1 Dundas Street, they both agree that their most 

rewarding of tasks is assisting the relatives of First 

Hussars veterans in researching their family’s past.  

The First Hussars Museum has been a good 

opportunity for the both of them to utilize the 

research skills that they have learned taking history 

at Western. To be able to apply all that they’ve 

learned to a real museum is a rewarding opportunity 

that they both greatly appreciate.  
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Don Black Memorial 
Golf Tournament 
 

 
Doug Black, Bill McTavish, 

Chuck Draper & Mike Steele 

Photo: Terry Mills 

 

This year saw another successful day on the links. 

As always, special thanks to Wayne and Nola 

McGregor for organizing the annual tournament. 

 

 
LCol Scheid, Chuck Draper & Wayne McGregor 

Photo: Naz McLawrence 

 

Due to submitting an incorrectly calculated score 

card, the best scoring team was assessed a 2 stroke 

penalty thus the winning team was: Roy Bross, 

Brian Dunbar, Jonathan Kisslinger & Erik 

Morke 

 

The “Most Honest Golfers” trophy went to:  

Jason Dickie, Samantha House, Jamie Knight & 

Tim Longo 

 

Sixty Year Mystery Solved 
By Nick Corrie 

 

Let me set the scene for you: it’s 1957 and I’m at the 

Meaford Tank Range enjoying and absolutely 

thrilled to be at my first Summer Concentration 

Exercises with the First Hussars. (Not quite a Bar 

Mitzvah perhaps but it was definitely a “right of 

passage” from 16 year old, 110 pound, grade 9 

student to emerging adult. Oh, did I mention the short 

arm inspection - no Rabbi just MO). 

 

My friend Denny Messerol and I had joined the 

Regiment back in March that year knowing nothing 

more about the army, much less the Hussars, except 

you wore a uniform, fired some guns and got paid; 

that’s the important bit, the pay! (Denny later moved 

from tank DM to a qualified mechanic.) Before this 

training week for which a granted school absence 

was allowed, we first had to undergo the rigorous 

recruitment process instituted at that time: name, age,   

physical condition (we walked to the Armouries 

didn’t we) intelligence (we had selected the Hussars 

over the RCR) and last but not least - we must be 

educated because we could sign our names without 

making an X. We were just the perfect recruit 

candidates – we were in! 

 

The Meaford week was proceeded by a weekend at 

Ipperwash for spring qualification on the firing 

ranges. I damned near broke my shoulder firing the 

Lee Enfield .303 but excelled on the Bren. Lots of 

fun after my earlier weapons training on the Red 

Ryder Daisy BB Gun. 

 

Most of the senior officers and NCOs at that time 

were WWII veterans. After only 12 years since VE 

Day, for them the war was still very real and why not 

- we wore WWII uniforms, had weapons and tanks 

from that war and all seen against a backdrop out on 

the ranges of wartime destruction. The farm houses 

left abandoned after expropriation in 1940 looked all 

the world like wartime casualties: the walls and roofs 

caved in, doors swinging in the wind with nearby old 

burned our trucks and tanks scattered about. It looked 

like a battlefield to me which perhaps to some extent 

all too vividly reminded the veterans of their own 

past. 

Cont’d -  
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It seems that time in the army is quite often spent 

milling about waiting for something to happen and 

when it happens you and everyone else will know 

why, or close to it anyway. On just such an occasion, 

I was standing near some senior officers when a 

RECCE troop from the Fort Garry Horse came 

roaring down the road towards us. There were Ferret 

and Stag Hound scout cars, all impressively sleek 

and fast looking. They struck the eye and 

imagination with such force you just wanted to drive 

one even though at this point I had never even driven 

a car before. The only vehicle I could drive at this 

point, and only barely, was a Sherman tank. 

Nevertheless, I really wanted to drive a scout car and 

still do! Right, now here is the point of all this: into 

the mix were some trucks, one I can identify today as 

a 15-cwt Wireless Van, the type you see in films with 

the flat grill like a pugilist with his nose flattened. I 

believe it was Major Campbell, later succeeding 

Colonel Seabrook as CO, who I overheard utter a 

remark as the Wireless Van passed, he said, “Ah, 

there’s a “gym pala.” That’s what I heard or thought 

him say “Jim or gym pala” and for the next 60 years 

whenever I encountered anyone who I thought might 

have a clue as to what the term meant, I would ask, 

“What is a gym pala?” 

 

 
 

The scene varied little over the years: brows were 

knitted together, lips pursed, ears tugged while I 

watched a slow head motion back and forth, and – 

“Nope, never heard that term before.” For sixty years 

this scenario has been carried out many times but I 

never gave up. Tenacious, that’s me! Then suddenly 

a few months ago while skirting about on the 

internet, that place where all is revealed… 

“Oh frabjous joy! Callooh! Callay!” I found my 

answer: Major Campbell didn’t say “gym pala,” he 

said, “Gin Palace.” Every junior rank soldier knows 

it’s an officer’s world when it comes to the luxuries 

in the field, a fact too often seen during the war 

whenever the back of a Wireless Van was opened, 

for inside one would see a gathering of officers who 

had momentarily commandeered the van for their 

mess and were enjoying the “liberation” of found 

grog after a day of hard fighting. Thus the van 

became known because of this scene and officer 

privilege as a - “Gin Palace.” So now you know what 

I know after 60 years of asking and I can rest easy in 

my old age. I hope you can too. 

 

 

 
Cadet Corner 
 

It's been a very busy time for the Cadets in our 3 1H 

affiliated Corps. All have completed the annual 

mandatory training that runs from Sept to June, with 

each completing their 3rd mandatory field training 

weekends in May/June. 

 

 
 

Maj Bob Scott, CD (retired) and LCol Joe Murray, 

CD (retired) shown above presenting 100 1H 

lanyards and 100 1H ascots to the Cadets of 9 

RCACC in London. Lanyards were purchased and 

donated by former 1H Sgt and 9 Cadet RSM Al 

Engelhardt. Ascots were purchased and donated by 

various members of the 1H Association.  

 

 

Cont’d -  
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Below is a photo of 9 RCACC London, now 

changed over to 1H, kitted out in authorized 1H 

accoutrements. Every 9 Cadet now has 1H cap 

badge, 1H brass buttons, 1H metal shoulder titles, 

1H lanyard, 1H ascot and 1H black ceremonial 

waist belt. 

 

 

 
 

Also in May and June, all 3 of our 1H affiliated 

Cadet Corps held their Annual Ceremonial 

Reviews. These are the most important parades of 

the year for the cadets, as it is their chance to shine 

after a long year of hard work and training. 

 

 
 

102 1H RCACC in Sarnia had the pleasure of 

former CO of 102 and Patricia Capt Cal Osmond, 

CD to be their Reviewing Officer for the ACR. He 

is shown here with outgoing Cadet RSM Cora 

Shortt. 

 

 
 

9 RCACC in London had the pleasure of 

Blackdown CTC Commanding Officer LCol Jack 

Kelly, CD to be their Reviewing Officer for the 

ACR. Shown here talking with Senior Cadets SSM 

Hanna Bolger, Flag Party Commander C/WO 

Charlie Liu, RSM Buster Thiel and Training Chief 

Erik Sistermans after the ceremony at A Block 

Wolseley Barracks. 1H HCol Barry Hogan and 

several members of the 1H Association were also in 

attendance. 

 

 
 

2563 1H RCACC in Petrolia had the pleasure of 1H 

HLCol Larry Myny as their Reviewing Officer for 

the ACR. Ron Janus 1H Association VP and 1H 

Capt David Anderson, CD (retired) were also in 

attendance. HLCol Myny shown above left with 

Cadet RSM Tanner Bryce and Capt Anderson 

shown above on right presenting his son C/MCpl 

Spencer Anderson the Top Red Star (Second Year) 

Cadet award. 

 

Cont’d -  
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A Cadet Guard of 25 paraded with the Regiment on 

the annual D-Day Parade at Victoria Park. 

Commanded by 2563 RCACC Petrolia DCO LT(N) 

Brett Russell, CD, the Cadet Guard was composed 

of members of all 3 1H affiliated Corps from 

London, Sarnia and Petrolia. 

 

 
9 RCACC London C/MWO Eston Smith has left 

the Cadet program and enrolled in the Canadian 

Armed Forces, now a member of the Regiment. 

Seen here being sworn in by LCol Scheid. 

 

Over 70 1H affiliated cadets were loaded on, or 

were staffing summer training centres throughout 

the country. This training includes such areas as 

advanced leadership, marksmanship, band, sports & 

fitness, drill & ceremonial and adventure training in 

the expedition program. 

 
 

9 RCACC C/WO Charlie Liu attended the 6 week 

Cadet Leadership & Challenge course conducted at 

Rocky Mountain CTC is the Rocky Mountains near 

Cochrane Alberta. Training consists of mountain 

climbing, mountain trekking, white water, 

horseback riding, mountain biking and a glacier 

expedition. C/WO Liu shown above here, secured 

the Company Sergeant Major parade position for 

the duration of summer and the Graduation Parade. 

Well done C/WO Liu! 

 

 
 

102 1H RCACC Sarnia C/Sgt Tairen Snauwaert 

was one of ten cadets selected from Ontario to 

participate in the 6 Week Expedition Instructor 

Course held at Whitehorse CTC. The course focuses 

on trekking, mountain biking and flat/white water 

canoeing - ending with an 18 day expedition in the 

mountainous landscape of the Yukon. C/Sgt 

Snauwaert shown above working on some lunch in 

the northern wilderness. 

 

Cont’d -  
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9 RCACC London RSM C/CWO Buster Thiel, 

C/MWO Katie Lavoie and 2563 1H RCACC 

Petrolia SSM C/MWO Sam Cateni, all staffed the 

Basic Expedition Course held at Blackdown CTC in 

Borden. The course focuses on the fundamental 

elements of expedition training like preparation and 

execution of trekking, mountain biking and 

watermanship. The course was run in two back to 

back cycles of 3 weeks each, each having 3 day and 

5 day expeditions. Thiel (course platoon WO) and 

Cateni (course platoon Sgt) shown above far left, 

with some of the other Expedition Staff Cadets after 

the first cycle Grad Parade at Blackdown CTC July 

28, 2017.  

 

 
 

102 1H RCACC Sarnia incoming RSM C/CWO 

Leroy Osmond and C/MWO Ashlee Osmond, are 

both staff Cadet Sgts who were working in the 

Blackdown CTC Training & Support Company. 

C/CWO Osmonde was working the 2 strand rope 

bridge and C/MWO Osmond was working assisting 

the Sport & Fitness course with daily training. 

C/CWO Osmond is shown above operating the 

station at the rope bridge, talking with the new CO 

of RCSU Central LCol Dore. 

Upcoming Cadet Events 

 
4 Sept 2017 - #9 RCACC London 

Welcome back registration BBQ 

6:30 pm – 8:30 pm @ Wolseley Barracks 

 

8, 9, 10 Sept 2017 - #2563 1H RCACC Petrolia 

Annual recruiting drive @ Petrolia Fairgrounds  

 
13 Sept 2017 - #102 1H RCACC Sarnia 

Change of Command Parade 

7:00 pm @ Sarnia Armouries. Dress: ceremonial 

with medals. Incoming CO Capt R.G. Cunningham. 

 

 
Duplex Drive Models 

One of our 1st Hussars Association modellers – Ron 

Prior, has been busy over the past few months 

building the Sherman MkV Duplex Drive tanks 

used by the 1st Hussars and The Fort Gary Horse on 

D-Day at Juno Beach, for the 1st Hussars Museum. 

Since there are no model manufacturers making a 

Sherman DD tank, Ron did a great deal of online 

research on the dual-drive tanks: the Sherman V 

Duplex Drive tanks of the 1st Hussars’ A Squadron 

and B Squadron, as well as the tanks of Fort Gary 

Horse.  He also found two fellow modellers in the 

UK who had built the Duplex Drive skirts from 

scratch using frames. Ron contacted them and they 

sent some pictures of their work which helped 

immensely in building the models. 

The Sherman V Duplex Drive tanks themselves 

were built from the Dragon 6573 1/35 Sherman III 

DV early production models, which had all the 

spare parts and wheels to make three different 

models: the Sherman Mk III, Sherman V and the 

Sherman VC Firefly. The propellers and steering 

arms were parts from Ron’s model ships parts bin. 

He then made the steel skirt attached to the original 

tanks out of 3cm plastic sheet cut out and heated to 

bend into the proper shape. They were attached to 

the tanks after completion of the Sherman V model. 

Both tanks were fully completed and painted and 

the appropriate decals were placed on them to be as 

close to the original Duplex Drive tank as possible. 
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Cont’d -  

Due to the availability of the correct decals, the 

model Sherman V Duplex Drive with the skirt in 

the down position was finished as a B Squadron, 

Fort Gary Horse Duplex Drive tank.  However, the 

Sherman V Duplex Drive model with the skirt in 

the raised position is a B Squadron, 1st Hussars tank 

that landed at Juno Beach. 

 

 

The skirt in the down position was fitted on to the 

completed model tank’s metal skirt with fitted cut 

pieces of 5cm fiberboard covered with masking 

tape. This was weathered with a combination brown 

enamel paint and lacquer thinner. 

The hydraulic arms to lift the screens and blow up 

tubes for the skirt were made from various sized 

plastic tubes. The lower steel skirt on the tank was 

made from sheets of 3cm plastic. The upright screen 

was measured and made to fit the tank from sheets 

of 2cm plastic covered with masking tape, 

weathered and fitted to the metal skirt on the 

finished tank. The hydraulic lifting arms were made 

from 3.2mm and 1mm plastic tubes and painted in 

the WWII Canadian Medium Green flat paint and 

then weathered with olive weathering powder. 

 

Call Out The Cavalry 
By John C. Leistra 

 

 
D-Day 2017.  L-R: S. Hartwick, L. Hartwick,  

J. Brooks, A. Thompson, J. Gough & T. Gough 

Photo: J.C. Leistra 

 

The Troop has been busy for the first half of 

2017.  Our participation in the First Hussars D-Day 

Parade went as well as could be expected.  Sgt 

Larsh of the 1H Regiment led the "Lone Charger" 

Teddy, a 24 year old Cheval Canadien.  It seems 

fitting that a horse that comes from Canada's 

official horse breed be given the honour of carrying 

the names of the Regiment's WW2 fallen 

comrades.  Like First Hussar soldiers, the little 

Cheval Canadiens are tough, hardworking and 

pound for pound, can out pull horses that are bigger. 

 

 
D-Day 2017  

 Sgt Larsh and the Lone Charger “Teddy” 

Photo: J. Greenshields 

 

Cont’d -  
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Again, the Troop was called out to an event held at 

Fort George, on the weekend of June 17, 2017.  The 

Troop was represented by Allan Finney, Steve 

Hartwick, and Andy Thompson.   The 1H Cavalry 

Troop members trained with members of a 

Hamilton Ontario troop. 

 

 
June 17 & 18, 2017 - Fort George, ON 

L-R: A. Finney (dismounted), A. Thompson and two 

riders from the Hamilton area. 

Photo: S. Hartwick 

 

Canada Day had members of the Troop 

participating in two separate events.  The Harris 

Park event was attended by Allan Finney, Steve and 

Lori Hartwick, and Andy Thompson.   Steve and 

Andy rode a pair of Cheval Canadiens for the 

event.  The Delaware Ontario event was attended by 

Ted and Jiggs Gough, and John Leistra.  Ted and 

Jiggs rode in the parade. 

 

 
Canada Day 2017 – Harris Park, London Ontario 

Sgt Hartwick & Tpr Thompson 

Photo: A. Finney 

 
Canada Day 2017 – Delaware, ON 

Jiggs & Ted Gough 

Photo: J.C. Leistra 

 

Training sessions have been held at Andy 

Thompson's farm in Caradoc Township.  We are 

grateful to have a farm to train at.  There is varying 

ground, from open pasture to hilly forest.  This 

provides us with a similar terrain that the First 

Hussars would have used in the early days of the 

Regiment.  Training is usually followed by a trail 

ride and sometimes a potluck or a feast prepared by 

Grace Bradish, Andy Thompson's wonderful better 

half.  

 

On the equipment front, Andy Thompson has tried 

to recreate wooden picket pegs for the Troop.  After 

creating enough hardwood kindling to last the 

winter, Andy has finally crafted the desired number 

wooden picket pegs for the Troop and learned a 

new skill in the process.   John C. Leistra has begun 

an informal, "hands on" practical apprenticeship of 

Collar Maker/Harness Maker/Saddler at Ivan B. 

Martin's Driving Harness and Repair, near 

Wallenstein Ontario.  Much of the Troop's new 

horse equipment and rebuilt saddles are done at 

Ivan's shop.  Ivan also crafts items for the Toronto 

Police Service Mounted Unit. 

 

 
Saddle to be rebuilt…before… 
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Cont’d – 

 

 
 

…during reconstruction… 

 

 
 

 
…and after! 

 

New suspension webbing was installed, as well as 

all new leather components.  The leather seat is 

slowly being darkened to match. 

 

Well, it's time to retire for the evening at the 

Caradoc Depot.  Until the next Bulletin, happy 

trails. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Inside Info on Holy Roller 

 

On Tuesday August 15th, we opened up Holy 

Roller, elevated the gun, removed about 60 bags of 

debris and found some interesting items as well.  

 

Thanks to Perry Kitson for his technical support and 

expertise.  Fletcher Haley, Steve Liggett, Joe 

Murray, Pat O'Hagan, Jason Roome, and Bruce 

Stock assisted when and where required. 

 

 
Perry Kitson 

Photo: Joe Murray 

 

 
Fletcher Haley and Perry Kitson 

Photo: London Free Press 
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A restoration company helps to clean the debris out 

of the interior.  Photo: London Free Press 

 

 

 
Gunner’s position with the linkage between the gun 

cradle and perioscopic sight (sans periscope) 

Photo: Perry Kitson 

 

 

 

 
You can just make out the serial number inside the 

vehicle data plate mount in the box top centre. 

Photo: Perry Kitson 

 

 
Stowage decals are still evident for the fire 

extinguisher and canteen beside the drivers 

position. 

Photo: Perry Kitson 

 

 
Repositioning her gun. 

Photo: Joe Murray
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THE 1ST HUSSARS KIT SHOP 
 

Following are the items currently available in the kit shop.  These prices do not include shipping costs.  If we have to send 

the item to you, please remember to enclose adequate postage.  Schedule at the moment: Open most Thursday training 

nights.   Please phone ahead if you are planning to visit.   

 

1st Hussars Kit Shop 

701 Oxford Street East, Wolseley Barracks 

London, ON  N5Y 4T7 

Phone: Ron Janus (519) 649-1947 or ron.janus@rogers.com 

or Mark Fitz-Gerald (226) 448-9169 or fitzy.74@hotmail.com 

 

Item        Cost 
Death of a Gunner – Hardcover Book (2017)  $40.00 (proceeds to 1H Museum) Contact for shipping charges 

Belgique berets      $20.00 

Officers’ cloth cap badge    $20.00 

Cap Badge (Brass)     $20.00 

Regimental Tie      $25.00 

Blazer Crest      $25.00 

Large and small buttons - gold plated   $  3.00 each or all 8 for $20.00 

Black belt with Gold or Silver 1H buckle   $25.00 

Lapel Pin (1 H)            $  7.00 

Tie clip       $15.00 – on back order 

1H key chain – Gold or Pewter    $  5.00 

1st Hussars regimental coin (numbered)   $10.00 

1H Ball Caps        $15.00 

T-shirts – black embroidered    $15.00 

T-shirts – Army green     $10.00 

T-shirts – brown “Keep Calm & Hussar On”  $15.00 

Sweat shirts      $25.00 

Windshield Decals (I H-Gold)    $  3.00 

License Plate Frames     $10.00 – on back order 

Coffee cup Porcelain (Black)    $  5.00 

Ladies Brooch      $25.00 

Royal Canadian Armoured Corps History  $50.00 – 1 remaining 

The Gallant Hussars - Regimental History (2004) $50.00 contact for shipping charges 

Bronze plaques (1H)            $50.00 

Miniature Guidon (unframed)              $250.00 

Miniature Guidon (framed)    $350.00 

1st Hussars Silver Ring                       Contact for pricing 

1st Hussars Gold Ring     Contact for pricing 

1H Guidon Pin                    $ 5.00 

1H Flag Pin      $ 5.00 

Riggers Belts      $20.00 

Sunglasses      $15 to $35 depending on style 

Tactical Gloves (half finger)    $20.00 

Tactical Gloves (full finger)    $25.00 

Shemagh      $15.00 – on back order 

Hockey Jersey - Woodland or Dessert   $125.00 

Embroidered Crest (on your own shirt or jacket)  $10.00 

Pewter Stein engraved     $95.00 

Track Suits      $85.00 

Tactical Boots      Contact for pricing 

Jerry Can Flask      $15.00 – 2 remaining 

 

mailto:ron.janus@rogers.com
mailto:fitzy.74@hotmail.com
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First Hussars Association Dues 
*Please use this form for address changes as well* 

 

Here’s my cheque for $20 (payable to the 1st Hussars Association) for 2017 dues. 

 

NAME: 

 

STREET ADDRESS: 

 

APT/UNIT #: 

 

CITY: 

PROV/STATE: 

 

POSTAL/ZIP CODE: 

 

PHONE NUMBER: 

 

I WAS IN THE 1st HUSSARS FROM   _______________ TO _______________               

I AM AN ASSOCIATE:   _____  

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS*: 

 

*Please note: You will receive The Bulletin by e-mail unless requested otherwise. 

 

Please send completed form/cheque to the Association Treasurer: Bill McTavish 

          229 Woodworth Avenue 

          St. Thomas, Ontario 

          N5P 3K9 
 

Donations 
 

Here’s my cheque (payable to the 1st Hussars Cavalry Fund) for $___________ to help support: 

 

____ Association    ____ Cavalry Fund 

____ Museum     ____ Cavalry Troop     

____ Other (Please Specify) ____________________ 

 

Tax receipt to be sent to: 

NAME: 

 

STREET ADDRESS: 

 

APT/UNIT #: 

 

CITY: 

PROV/STATE: 

 

POSTAL/ZIP CODE: 

 

Please send completed form with donation to the Cavalry Fund Treasurer: Mike Steele 

           4 Golfview Crescent 

           London, Ontario 

           N6C 5M9  
 

If you would like to consider the 1st Hussars Cavalry Fund as part of your estate planning,  

please contact Bill McTavish: bold@sympatico.ca 

mailto:bold@sympatico.ca

