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D-Day weekend this June 4th and 5th was a remarkable 

few days for the Regiment. We celebrated the 72nd 

anniversary of the invasion of Normandy, the 

presentation of the “Afghanistan Sword”, and 160 years 

of continuous service to Canada by the First Hussars.  In 

addition, the Regiment said goodbye to RSM Phill 

Warner and hello to RSM Tim Park at the Holy Roller.  

A final farewell went to outgoing Honorary Colonel 

Andre Maas, and the Regiment officially welcomed 

Honorary Lieutenant Colonel Barry Hogan to his 

promotion of Honorary Colonel of the Regiment.  

 

The First Hussars are blessed to have had a series of 

Honorary Colonels who have set the standard for other 

units, not only in Ontario, but across Canada.  Colonel 

Maas is the Fifth Honorary Colonel of the 1st Hussars 

Regiment. The tenure of Colonel Maas has been 

remarkable.  During his service, the Regiment 

established an exchange between the Westlake Brothers 

Association and the 1st Hussars.  Each year the unit 

brings two French students to Canada and the unit sends 

two soldiers to France to participate in remembrance 

ceremonies marking the sacrifice of the First Hussars.  

With the guidance and the support of the HCol, the unit 

raised over $80,000 to finance this program.  The goal is 

to continue the exchange in perpetuity.  

 

Under the direction and support of Colonel Andre, the 

unit participated in the celebrations marking the 70th 

anniversary of the Liberation of the Netherlands.  Not 

only did the unit participate, but the Regiment was the 

only fully formed Canadian Unit on parade.  As a result, 

the First Hussars made history once again by leading the 

Allied Armies just as they had led the combined armies 

of Liberation on D-Day in 1944.  The 1st Hussars also 

led the Victory parade across the Rhine in 1918.  

 

Colonel Maas also raised money for the production of a 

film which was very well received and now is available 

to all of Canada through the National Film Board.  The 

premier was held at Fanshawe College and over 300 

people attended.  This was the second film that Colonel 

Andre helped to produce. The first was “From Horses to 

Horsepower”, directed by Nick Corrie and outlining the 

history of the 1st Hussars.  

 

Colonel Maas has been a tireless worker, not only for the 

Regiment, but also for the Canadian Armed Forces.  He 

was active in the Canadian Forces Liaison Council, an 

organization dedicated to help employers understand the 

needs and abilities of their military employees.  Colonel 

Andre also chaired the council of the Honorary Colonels 

of Ontario and supplied advice to the 4th Divisional 

Commander.  

 

The first and foremost concern of Colonel Maas was the 

welfare of the soldiers and their families.  His concern 

and efforts to improve their lives is greatly appreciated 

by all.  This always has been the case for all of our 

Honorary Colonels. Colonel Maas has had a remarkable 

tenure as our 5th Honorary Colonel.  Well Done Sir!!!  

As the Navy would say, Bravo Zulu!                             

 

-Joe Murray 

http://www.firsthussars.ca/
mailto:1sthussarsbulletin@gmail.com
mailto:jmurray001@sympatico.ca
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Meetings and Events 
 

Our weekly lunches are held on Thursdays 

1200 hrs at the Mocha Shrine Centre, 

468 Colborne Street, London. 

 

*Luncheons on Aug 11 & 18 will be held at 

Victory Legion* 

 

1H Association Meetings 
Dress: Good Casual 

 

*NO MEETINGS SCHEDULED DURING 

SUMMER* 
 

 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 Sunday 25 Sept 2016, 1300 hrs 

 Location: TBA 

 

 

 
In Memoriam 
 

 

Margaret Aziz 

11 April 2016, age 72, London Ontario 

Margaret’s husband George was a Second World 

War veteran and a Major with the First Hussars after 

WWII.  George passed away two months before, in 

February 2016. 

 

Stephen Ricketts 

8 July 2016, age 78, London Ontario 

A great friend of the Regiment, former RSM of the 

4RCR.  Steve was a very good friend of former RSM 

of 1H Jim Tuffin, and together they were a dynamic 

team. 

 

 

 
 

Good & Welfare 
 
Col Jim Thompson was recovering from a fall and 

is believed to be back on the golf course in full 

swing. 

 
Ron Watts has been in Ingersoll & dealing with 

having his hip replaced.   
 
Peter Wood has been on a road to recovery after 

suffering a set-back.  Get well soon, Peter. 

 

 

 

 

 
A First Hussars farewell to HCol Maas and a 

welcome to HCol Barry Hogan. 

Photo: Sgt Tina Béland 
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FYI 
 

…Dr. Don Bondy was lauded for his contributions 

to the Vimy Legion at a dinner in April.  Don is a 

member of both the First Hussars Association, as 

well as the Museum Committee. 

 

…Congratulations to Capt Leith Coghlin and his 

wife Brandy Ostrosser on the arrival of Avery 

Isabelle ‘Verybelle’ Coghlin, born on April 30, 

2016. 

 

…Steve Hearn was presented with a certificate 

from the Association for his service in the Middle 

East – UNEFME Egypt 1973-79.  Steve was a 

MCpl at the time, but left the Regiment as a Sgt. 

 

…The Change of Command in June saw the change 

from RSM Phill Warner to RSM Tim Park.  

Congratulations also goes to to Karen Knight who 

was promoted to the rank of Sergeant.  Nick 

Phoenix also received a promotion, to the rank of 

Master Corporal. 

 

…The Sam Pawley Top Trooper Award was named 

to Cpl Marc Buttazzoni of the London Garrison.  

Cpl Keegan Lester was awarded the Jim Tuffin 

Top Trooper Award for the Sarnia Garrison. 

 

…Cpl Cameron Russell finished the Krista 

Johnson Memorial Run hand-in-hand with a 61 

year-old woman with a walker.  See article here: 

http://www.thedailyobserver.ca/2016/06/22/good-

samaritan-soldier-downplays-gesture-at-krista-

johnson-run 

 

…We have received word that WWII Hussar 

Charles Reid of B Sqn has received the French 

Legion of Honour medal.  Thanks to Dolores 

Hatch of the Royal Regina Rifle Regiment 

Association for keeping us posted on another fine 

Hussar to receive this prestigious honour. 

 

…Ric Shepherd would like to express his thanks to 

comrades Larry Jamieson & George Fortin, for 

giving up their past Thursday nights to run the 

Sarnia Kit Shop.  There are many happy memories 

delivering supplies to the Navy Club on Saturday 

afternoons! 

 

Long, Lost Honour Rolls 
By Joe Murray 

 
I received a Facebook message from former Hussar, 

Harry Chadwick.  He had received a phone call 

from Ron Smith of the Sarnia Historical Society.  A 

young lady in Toronto found these Honour Rolls in 

the garbage and thought that they would look cool 

in her apartment.  She started to research the names 

and realized the importance of the plaques.  The 

plaques came from a former church, probably Park 

St. United, but the Sarnia Historical Society is still 

researching the list. On the list is a former Mayor of 

Sarnia.  

  

The young lady contacted the Sarnia Historical 

society and then Harry contacted the Association. 

Ron Smith was invited to our Association meeting 

on Thursday May 12th and it was decided at the 

meeting that the Association would take ownership 

of the plaques and seek permission to have them 

mounted in their comrade’s armoury (The George 

Stirrett Armoury) where they will be kept safe and 

their sacrifices will be honoured and remembered 

forever. 

 

 
Accepting the plaques on behalf of the Regiment is  

HCol Barry Hogan, Maj Allan Finney and presenting 

the plaque is Mr. Ron Smith from the Sarnia Historical 

Society. 

Photo: Joe Murray 

http://www.thedailyobserver.ca/2016/06/22/good-samaritan-soldier-downplays-gesture-at-krista-johnson-run
http://www.thedailyobserver.ca/2016/06/22/good-samaritan-soldier-downplays-gesture-at-krista-johnson-run
http://www.thedailyobserver.ca/2016/06/22/good-samaritan-soldier-downplays-gesture-at-krista-johnson-run
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Heroes Build 
By Joe Murray 

 

 
George De Vlugt, Construction Manager for Habitat for 

Humanity Heartland Ontario with Joe Murray. 

Photo: Nancy Murray 
 

Two members of our Association chaired the 

committee for Habitat for Humanity: Joe Murray 

and Pat O’Hagan. This was called the “Heroes 

Build” as the home was built by soldiers, the 

RCMP, The LFD, The LPD, and staff and students 

from the Aylmer Police College, as well as many 

other organizations such as the Retired Teachers  

of Ontario. The house was handed over Feb 26th 

to a very deserving family.  Many 1st Hussars  

were involved through the Association and GDLS. 

 

At the opening of the Habitat for Humanity House 

on Feb 26th, I met Mary Morrice the daughter of 

WWII Captain Campbell of the 1st Hussars.  Mary 

volunteered for this Habitat build and worked on  

the house.  It is indeed a small world! 

 

 
Volunteer Mary Morrice with Joe Murray. 

Photo: Nancy Murray 

Something to Write Home About 
Submitted by Don Bondy 

 
Lieutenant Mortimer Wigle writes home to his 

parents from South Africa, November 1900 

 

l went into Pretoria on September 5th and missed my 

train going out. The Boers had blown up the track a 

few miles from where we were so it caused me no 

little uneasiness about my comrade, who was at the 

station all alone. So I started and walked in getting 

here just after nine o‘clock and found him OK. We 

sat talking about the war and over one thing and 

another till I thought I heard a train coming so 

getting up, I walked to the door and stepped out on 

the platform. As l did so, I was challenged in Dutch. 

Tom (my chum) thinking it was a patrol which 

visits the station twice a day, came out and he too 

fell into the trap. Imagine how we felt when we 

were ordered to throw up our hands and surrender. 

But the game was up and there was nothing to do 

but to give in. After they saw we were not armed, 

two mounted guards were placed over us and the 

rest took what was valuable from the station and 

then got on their horses but made us walk ahead, as 

there were no spare horses with them.  

 

After we had walked about an hour we came upon 

another party of Boers who were doubtless part of 

the gang who had raided the station. We walked for 

hours till we were fairly exhausted, but at last came 

to a small laager where, to our relief we were told 

that they could not go any farther till morning, when 

we would be brought up before the commandant 

and get whatever he chose to give us.  

 

That of course made us very anxious to contrive 

some means of escape and we decided to stop at 

nothing if we got the least chance. The Laager, as 

near as we could judge in the dark, was made in a 

square with the wagons on the outside, the horses 

and mules being tied to the wheels. lt was into one 

of these wagons they ordered us and then mounted a 

sentry on each end. So we saw the only chance of 

getting away was in deceiving the sentry, and to all 

appearances we did as they seemed to be as much in 

need of rest and sleep as we pretended to be, so we 

were soon snoring the sleep of men who had given 

completely up. In about an hour the sentries braced 

themselves in their blankets and were soon fast 

asleep.                                                          Cont’d –  
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My companion whispered in my ear to take 

a look out of the back and see how the land lay 

while he went to the front. We had to be very 

careful as there was straw in the bottom of the 

wagon and seemed to us to make more noise than a 

regiment of cavalry in a charge, but we 

accomplished it without any alarm being given.  

 

Tom then gave me his knife which he had buckled 

on his belt, which was a very small one that a lady 

friend had given him and which he asked to be 

allowed to keep, and told me to cut the horse loose 

from the back wheel. I did so and still kept hold of 

the tie rope, he having already done so. We then got 

out, mounted our horses and rode in the direction 

that we thought we came, and just missed their 

outpost, which we would have run right into had it 

not been for the small fire they had burning on the 

side of the kopje facing the camp. We then rode for 

dear life as we knew to be overtaken was to be shot 

on the spot and we did not have even a revolver to 

defend ourselves with.  

 

After we had ridden about two hours my horse gave 

out and so I mounted behind Tom till his followed 

suit. It was just breaking day and the sun was soon 

up so changing our direction we made for Pretoria 

and struck the railroad about two miles this side of 

it. I can tell you I never knew what tired was till that 

minute when we felt ourselves safe. I could hardly 

move and my chum was about the same. We lay in 

the shadow of a rock and slept till a train woke us 

up. l took out my red bandana, stopped it and 

reported the case to the staff officer who gave as 

great praise for our pluck in getting away. 

 

 

 
Coming up in the fall issue of 

The Bulletin… 
 

…D-Day Weekend, Change of HCol, Change of 

RSM & Regimental Ball photos. 

 

…Pics & info about the Sarnia Saints’ “Playing It 

Forward” 2016 rugby game. 

 

…Details & photos from the June 2016 - 1H & 

WBSA exchange. 

 

Impressive Origins 
By Joe Murray 

 

 
An example of the Regimental Silver from the George 

Stirrett Armouries, Sarnia.. 

Photo: Joe Murray 
 

Prior to the last Christmas Dinner in Sarnia, a group 

of Association members were cleaning up the Mess 

and came across a number of silver items in need of 

repair.  JJ Walker and I took them back to London 

and put them in his garage. He agreed to find some 

one to refurbish the trophies, so we would have 

them for the change of HCol’s dinner. The trophies 

were refurbished in London by “Precision 

Refurbishing” and this is the result. Many thanks to 

JJ Walker who ramrodded this effort. It is always 

nice to save and preserve Hussar and Canadian 

History. Twelve pieces of silver were resurrected to 

their original stature.  One of the trophies, a 100 

year old 149th Bn Rugby Trophy, was presented to 

the winners of the “Playing It Forward” rugby 

game. 
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We are happy to report that this year’s St. Pat’s Pub Night raised over $23,000 for the Boots On The Beach 

exchange program!   

 

 

 

 
The Rizdales provided the musical entertainment. 

Photo: Michelle Lundy 

 

 
Ron Janus provided tickets that ensured a steady 

stream of customers to the bar. 

Photo: Joe Murray 

 

 

 
 

 
Fiona & Doug Wilson-Hodge with  

Chris & Erica Brown. 

Photo: Joe Murray 

 

 

Up to their usual shenanigans… 

Nancy Murray, Ric Shepherd & Sheila DeJaegher. 

Photo: Joe Murray 
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Sarnia Branch News  
By Gene Smith 

 

 
Branch #62 President Laurie Chafe 

presenting a cheque for the LAV Monument to 

Ken Johnson. 

Photo: Gene Smith 

 
We had our first meeting in three months on the 12th 

of May as the Armouries had been under 

renovations.  It was well attended and a host of 

items were discussed.  It was good to see HCol 

Hogan back from the deep south - it was a sure sign 

that warmer weather was coming (…and here it is!)  

Joe Murray, Ron Janus, Ann Wilkinson and Pat 

O’Hagan joined us and a good evening was enjoyed 

by all. 

 

The LAV III Committee updated us on the progress 

made to date and the hurdles they’ve had to 

overcome.  Contracts with the City of Sarnia have 

been signed, and Controlled Goods Applications 

have been submitted for approval. Because the 

Light Armoured Vehicle III (LAV III) contains 

advanced armour plate technology, the City must 

comply with regulations to keep it secure. 

Headed up by HCol Barry Hogan, the other 

members of our small but effective five person 

committee are Peter Wood, Ken Johnson, Ron 

Prior, and Branch #62 Legion representative Bill 

Chafe (an ex-Hussar). Many other Association 

members have been helpful in assisting at functions 

and plaque presentations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fundraising has gone extremely well with $36,000 

already raised towards our goal of $65,000 (another 

$11,000 has been pledged). The 1H Association is 

honored to be the recipient of the Sarnia Saints 

Rugby Football Club's annual fundraiser for 2016 

called "Playing It Forward". They sponsored a 

charity auction dinner (that sold out quickly) on 

Wed 22 Jun 2016, and wore 'combat' jersey team 

shirts at their Sarnia game on June 25th that were 

then auctioned off.  Ron Prior does an amazing job 

tracking down new donors for our project.  We have 

received a $5000 donation from the Mayor and 

Council of St. Clair Township in honour of RCR 

Pvt William Cushley who was KIA in Afghanistan.  

We also received a $2500 donation from Chemfab 

Industries in Corunna for the project. 

 

Bill Chafe was tasked with organizing the 

construction of the base pad and the mounting of 

the LAV III hull to the base plates.  Labour, 

concrete, steel, and crane services have already 

been donated thanks to Bill's efforts, and a concrete 

pad has now been poured. 

 

If all goes well, we could see the monument 

completed in September with an official dedication 

in early October. 

 
 

Photo Op 
 

 
1H represents at the Canadian Armed Forces 

Appreciation Night hockey game on  

February 20, 2016. 

Photo submitted by Sgt Adam Dart 
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A Memorable Exchange 
By Capt Leith Coghlin 

 

 
Westlake Brothers Souvenir Association 

in front of Bold. 

Photo: WBSA 

 

The Westlake Brothers Souvenir Association 

(WBSA) is a group of students from across 

Normandy, France that was founded in 2006 by 

Caen history teacher Christophe Collet.  The WBSA 

is dedicated to preserving the memory of Allied 

soldiers, sailors, and air personnel through 

commemorative ceremonies, maintenance of Allied 

war monuments and landmarks – through their 

ongoing “Devoir de Memoire,” or “Memory 

Project.”  The group is especially committed to the 

lasting legacy of the Canadian contribution as Caen 

and the locales to the west of the city were located 

in the Canadian sector south of Juno Beach.  

 

In 2011, the Regiment visited France on the 

occasion of a tour bringing 1H Normandy veterans 

Marshall DeJaeger and William F. McCormick to 

Juno Beach and the surrounding communities along 

with Royal Canadian Artillery WWII veteran and 

Lambton County resident Sid McLean.  Hussars 

were first introduced to Christophe Collet and his 

students during the Westlake commemorations at 

Mesnil-Patry on 6 June 2011.   

 

Honorary Colonel Andre Maas undertook efforts in 

2012 with then newly-appointed Honorary 

Lieutenant-Colonel Barry Hogan to begin an annual 

exchange between two Non-Commissioned 

Members of the Regiment and two long-serving 

members of the WBSA.  The exchange serves as a 

reward aimed at Master Corporals and Sergeants of 

the Regiment to understand the living legacy of the 

unit and to expand the relationship with the current 

generation of WBSA members. 

 

In 2013, the Regiment welcomed WBSA members 

Alesky Leboucher and Valentin Le Renard to 

London in the lead up to D Day commemorations 

with Sgt Chris Smith and MCpl Darren Porter “on 

the beach” at Juno on 6 July 2013.  In 2014, 

Megane Giraud and Maxime Demortier were 

welcomed by the Regiment while Sgt Adam Dart 

and MCpl Tova Burkhart toured Normandy.   

 

Last year featured a slight change given the scale of 

events undertaken by the Regiment to 

commemorate the 70th anniversary of the 

Liberation of Holland.  The exchange as normally 

conducted was altered.  “Boots on the Beach,” 

proceeds were re-directed to permit more Hussars to 

attend the commemorations in Holland while 

allowing the 1st Hussars to support the entire 

delegation of the WBSA during their time in 

London and Sarnia on their nearly month long tour 

of Canada. 

 

All serving, past, and Association members and 

friends are encouraged to support our Boots on the 

Beach fundraisers, including the upcoming 

Oktoberfest event which is currently in the planning 

stages.  Proceeds raised by these events go directly 

to funding the annual exchange which features two 

1H NCMs return to Normandy in June along with 

two WBSA students who will spend the week 

leading up to D Day with the Regiment.  The 2016 

recipients of this honour were:  MCpl Ulisses 

Gomes & Cpl Etienne van Zyl of the First Hussars, 

and Adélaïde Caillet & Daviid Delafontaine of the 

WBSA.  More details about their visits will be 

published in the fall issue of the Bulletin. 

 

 
MCpl Ulisses Gomes – France 2016 

Photo: WBSA 
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1st Hussars Museum Report 
By Steve Liggett 

 

 
Steve Liggett, Joe Murray, Mike Steele &  

Pat O’Hagan pose with new Museum banner. 

Photo: Nancy Murray 

 

The Museum has received the money to pay for two 

summer students. As a result, the Museum will be 

open Monday to Friday, 10:00-1:00 and 2:00-5:00, 

as of Monday 6 June. This will continue until 

Friday 2 September. We are already open on 

Saturdays from 1-4 pm. 

 

We have been accepted as a location for Doors 

Open London. As a result, the Museum will be open 

Saturday 1 October and Sunday 2 October from 

10:00 am to 4:00 pm. We will have a vehicle and 

troopers from the Regiment and members of the 

Cavalry Troop, as part of an outdoor display. Tell 

anyone who might be interested to keep that 

weekend open and come down and visit.  

 

In the last Bulletin I mentioned that we might be 

acquiring another Fenian medal. We were 

successful in our bid, so we now have an artifact 

representing the St. Thomas Troop of Cavalry. We 

also purchased another medal of a Hussar who 

served during the Great War.  

 

Dennis Glas, a member of the Museum Committee, 

has produced a number of models of tanks, which 

the 1st Hussars used during World War 2. They have 

been installed as a part of our Second World War 

display.   

 

Steven Liggett 

519-455-4533 

Cleaning Up The Messes 
By Ken Johnson 

 

 
Peter Wood envisions the  

new & improved Officer’s Mess. 

Photo: Ken Johnson 

 

Just wanted to show the reason we had to cancel a 

few meetings a few months back. The whole 

Armoury has had a complete makeover, including 

the messes. (…but ironically, not the mess 

washrooms!)  New floors and ceilings and paint on 

the walls. Sorry no pics of the Junior ranks mess as 

it was being used as storage for the QM while it was 

being renovated. 

 

 
 

The Armoury was turned back over to the unit on 

April 3rd, and still needs a lot of cleanup.  We plan 

to make these rooms into a club that we can be 

proud to bring guests into. 
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The Albert Pattern Helmet and  
the 1st Hussars - UPDATE 
By Maj (retd) M.R. McNorgan 

 

In Vol 15, No 2 (September 2015) of The Bulletin, 

the author wrote an article on the Regiment’s Albert 

pattern helmet. New information has since come to 

light and a revised version of the article follows. 
 

 
Example from the Canadian War Museum, Ottawa 

Photo:  National Archives of Canada 

 

In 1843 the dragoon regiments of the British army 

adopted a steel helmet termed the ‘Albert pattern.’ 

This headwear had front and back peaks and was 

held on the wearer’s head by means of a metal chin 

strap backed with leather. The front of the helmet 

carried a unit badge, while the top had a plume-stem 

from which emanated a horse-hair plume of 

appropriate colour or colours. 

 

Canadian cavalry regiments were quick to adopt the 

stylish new item. Although worn primarily by 

regiments of dragoons and dragoon guards, it was 

also used by regiments of horse and even by some 

hussars in lieu of the busby. In the 1870s the design 

was somewhat simplified with some of the 

elaborate embellishments on the front peak being 

removed while brass was substituted for steel as the 

principal material of the helmet’s body.  

Today Albert pattern brass helmets can be seen on 

the heads of soldiers in full dress from The Royal 

Canadian Dragoons, Lord Strathcona’s Horse (RC) 

and the Governor General’s Horse Guards, to name 

but a few.  The 1st Hussars date their origins from 

the year 1856 when two volunteer cavalry troops 

were raised under the terms of the Militia Act of 

1855. This act provided for Militiamen to be paid 

whereas prior to this they served at their own 

expense. The elder unit, in St Thomas, dates from 

20 March 1856 and would eventually become ‘A’ 

Squadron of the 1st Hussars, while the next was 

raised in London on 24 July 1856, becoming in the 

fullness of time the Hussars’ ‘B’ Squadron. 

However, there were two Militia cavalry units in the 

area before 1856 and they are also a part of the 

Regiment’s history. The older of these two units 

was the ‘1st London Independent Troop of Cavalry’ 

raised on 9 May 1851 (General Order (3) 9/5/51) 

and drawing its personnel from Middlesex County. 

The next was ‘The First Middlesex Light 

Dragoons’, raised on 24 April 1853 (General (1) 

24/4/53) and drawing on the Town of London for its 

recruits. It would appear to be typical military logic 

that the unit with the name Middlesex would recruit 

in London while the unit with London in its title 

recruited in the county! Either that or the compiler 

of the records transposed information between the 

two files! 

 

The 1st London Independent Troop of Cavalry was 

issued with an Albert pattern steel helmet, 1847-

pattern. The unit badge shows a numeral 1 in front 

of the name LONDON with the initials CW below. 

CW stood for Canada West, the name by which 

what is now Ontario was known between the years 

1841 and 1867. Above the designation 1 LONDON 

is a beaver facing left. The beaver was a common 

symbol on Militia badges of the time. The Queen’s 

cipher ‘VR’ for Victoria Regina is at the top of the 

badge. The horse-hair plume is black. 

 

On 24 March 2007 an example of this helmet was 

put up for auction in Paris Ontario. The Regiment’s 

Don Bondy, accompanied by Mike Steele, attended 

the auction with the intent of securing this piece of 

regimental history. Unfortunately, there was an 

American militaria collector also bidding on the 

item, by telephone, and the price climbed high 

before the two Hussar representatives were 

successful. In researching their prize they would 

discover that there is only one other example 

known, a helmet held by the Canadian War 

Museum in Ottawa.  

 

 

Cont’d- 
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The War Museum’s version is in excellent 

condition, which unhappily the Regiment’s version 

is not.  The helmet purchased in Paris has a large 

hole in its right side and several cracks in the metal. 

Nevertheless, for an object so old and rare it is a 

prized find. 

 

 
Photo: 1st Hussars Archives 

 

In 2016 the 1st Hussars were contacted by a local 

family who were doing genealogical research. They 

had two Victorian-era ancestral portraits depicting 

one Captain James W.B. Rivers and his wife. They 

were hoping that the Hussars could give them more 

information on Captain Rivers, who was shown 

wearing a cavalry uniform. This chance request 

proved to be a gold mine of information for the 

Regiment. Captain Rivers was none other than the 

first commanding officer of the 1st Troop of 

Volunteer Militia Cavalry of London, raised on 24 

July 1856 and the direct progenitor of ‘B’ 

Squadron, 1st Hussars. We now have a direct link 

between what is officially recognised as one of the 

Regiment’s two founding units and the 1851-era 1st 

London Independent Troop of Cavalry. We now 

have a portrait, in colour no less, of one of the first 

two commanding officers of the antecedent units. 

We have a rare image, again in colour, of a mid-

Victorian Canadian cavalry uniform. And finally, 

we have a link showing the provenance of the 

Regiment’s Albert pattern helmet. 

 

 
Painting of Captain James W.B. Rivers 

Photo submitted by: Clive Law 

 

There are more questions to be asked and 

researched once a clear copy of the painting is 

obtained. The details of the uniform and its badges 

will add to our meagre store of knowledge on these 

matters. This painting is a gold mine indeed. 

 

 

Note 1: What was called a cavalry troop in 

Victorian times would today be called a squadron. 

These various troops should be therefore thought of 

as independent squadrons to better understand their 

role. 

 

Note 2: The reader may be getting confused by the 

similar sounding titles and so they are listed here for 

ease of comprehension. Captain James Rivers 

commanded both of these units: 

 

1851 - 1st London Independent Troop of Cavalry 

 

1856 - 1st Troop of Volunteer Militia Cavalry of 

London 
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Call Out The Cavalry!  
By John C. Leistra, Acting Quartermaster 

1st Hussars Cavalry Troop 

One of the things that most people do not think 

about is:  "Where did that come from?"  One of the 

things that is encountered when recreating a Troop 

of Cavalry is sourcing equipment that is relevant to 

the Troop's training.  Our Troop has been blessed 

with volunteers that search auction sales, flea 

markets and the internet, electronically scouring the 

globe for original equipment.  This does not always 

work for every item.  Sometimes "new made" 

replicas are the only way to fill the void.  When 

original or "new made" items are not available, the 

items have to be researched and made from scratch. 

One of the pieces of equipment that is used in 

honing the skills of cavalry soldiers is the ring 

gallows.  It is an apparatus that suspends a 4" ring 

approximately 6'6" from the ground.  The purpose 

of this apparatus is to hold the ring so that the 

mounted cavalier can approach the ring at speeds up 

to a full charge gallop and take the ring from the 

gallows using a sabre, a sword or a lance.  It is part 

of the tent pegging trials. 

 
Two completed & proven Ring Gallows, ready for usage. 

Photo: J.C. Leistra 

 

After a fruitless search for used ring gallows or new 

ones, a pair of new gallows were crafted using some 

old sketches that had dimensions missing, some 

tweaks and modern materials.  The first one was the 

worst one to fabricate.  Not only were there 

dimensions missing, but using square tubing instead 

of round tubing meant calculating offsets into the 

apparatus to minimize its profile when being 

transported or stored.  It also was constructed in 

such a way to minimize any clatter that might startle 

a charging horse.  Once assembled, the ring gallows 

have to be portable and require no tools for set up or 

take down. 

 

 
Precut steel ready for trimming, drilling & welding. 

Photo: J.C. Leistra 
 

 
Ring held by “fingers” 

Photo: J.C. Leistra 
 

The rings for the modern ring gallows have similar 

dimensions to one of the originals, but are crafted 

from an impact resistant plastic that is used in 

hockey rinks.  The plastic is commonly known as 

"puck board".  A somewhat unique tweak to one of 

the original designs is how the ring is held by the 

gallows' "fingers".  The fingers release the ring 

when it is taken by sabre, sword or lance in such a 

way that there is very little sound produced.   

At the 2016 All Equine Show, the first of two ring 

gallows were demonstrated to the public and 

functioned virtually flawlessly.  Nothing but the 

best for the 1st Hussars Cavalry Troop. 

Cont’d -  
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The 2 pegs side by side to show difference in width. 

Photo: J.C. Leistra 
 

Another item that is used for the tent pegging trial is 

a "tentpPeg".  There are two types used by the 

Cavalry Troop.  Both are 12" long and 1" thick but 

the difference between the two is the standard 

competition peg is 3" wide and the run off peg that 

is used in the event of a tie between competitors is 

only 1" wide.  The 1H Cav Troop's pegs are 

constructed of rough cut white cedar that have a 

wire wrap near the top and the bottom of the 

peg.  The wire helps prevent the peg from splitting 

when it is pierced with a sabre, sword or lance.  The 

wood must be soaked in water for 48 hours before 

being used.  This also helps prevent splitting.  A 

simple solution to having the pegs float out of the 

20 litre soaking pail was to use the pail's lid to hold 

the pegs in the water and use the lid's spout as a 

point to put the water into the pail.  The pegs were 

also demonstrated at the 2016 All Equine Show. 

It was a pleasure to research and construct the ring 

gallows and pegs.  There is more equipment to be 

crafted for the Tent Pegging trials that 1st Hussar 

Cavalry Troop members use.  Those pieces will be 

covered at a later date, when they are completed, 

proven and put into service. 

 

Here is a video link to show the first of the two 

gallows and the tent pegs being 

used.   https://youtu.be/YUaeJSQihzg 

 

                 

 

 

 
The 45th Cavalry Luncheon held at the RCMI in Toronto on April 1, 2016.  The Association and Unit took a bus 

from London with over 20 Hussars and guests. 

Photo: Eric Morse, RCMI 

 

https://youtu.be/YUaeJSQihzg


 14 

THE 1ST HUSSARS KIT SHOP 
 

Following are the items currently available in the kit shop.  These prices do not include shipping costs.  If we have to send 

the item to you, please remember to enclose adequate postage.  Schedule at the moment: Open most Thursday training 

nights.   Please phone ahead if you are planning to visit.   

 

1st Hussars Kit Shop 

701 Oxford Street East, Wolseley Barracks 

London, ON  N5Y 4T7 

Phone: Ron Janus (519) 649-1947 or ron.janus@rogers.com 

or Mark Fitz-Gerald (226) 448-9169 or fitzy.74@hotmail.com 

 

Item        Cost 
Belgique berets      $20.00 

Officers’ cloth cap badge    $20.00 

Cap Badge (Brass)     $20.00 

Regimental Tie      $25.00 

Blazer Crest      $25.00 

Large and small buttons - gold plated   $  3.00 each or all 8 for $20.00 

Black belt with Gold or Silver 1H buckle   $25.00 

Lapel Pin (1 H)            $  7.00 

Tie clip       $15.00 – on back order 

1H key chain – Gold or Pewter    $  5.00 

1st Hussars regimental coin (numbered)   $10.00 

1H Ball Caps        $15.00 

T-shirts – black embroidered    $15.00 

T-shirts – Army green     $10.00 

T-shirts – brown “Keep Calm & Hussar On”  $15.00 

Sweat shirts      $25.00 

Windshield Decals (I H-Gold)    $  3.00 

License Plate Frames     $10.00 – on back order 

Coffee cup Porcelain (Black)    $  5.00 

Ladies Brooch      $25.00 

Royal Canadian Armoured Corps History  $50.00 – 1 remaining 

1st Hussars New Regimental History (2004)   $50.00 contact for shipping charges 

Bronze plaques (1H)            $50.00 

Miniature Guidon (unframed)              $250.00 

Miniature Guidon (framed)    $350.00 

1st Hussars Silver Ring                       Contact for pricing 

1st Hussars Gold Ring     Contact for pricing 

1H Guidon Pin                    $ 5.00 

1H Flag Pin      $ 5.00 

Riggers Belts      $20.00 

Sunglasses      $15 to $35 depending on style 

Tactical Gloves (half finger)    $20.00 

Tactical Gloves (full finger)    $25.00 

Shemagh      $15.00 – on back order 

Hockey Jersey - Woodland or Dessert   $125.00 

Embroidered Crest (on your own shirt or jacket)  $10.00 

Pewter Stein engraved     $95.00 

Track Suits      $85.00 

Tactical Boots      Contact for pricing 

Jerry Can Flask      $15.00 – 2 remaining 

 

 

mailto:ron.janus@rogers.com
mailto:fitzy.74@hotmail.com
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First Hussars Association Dues 
*Please use this form for address changes as well* 

 

Here’s my cheque for $20 (payable to the 1st Hussars Association) for 20____ dues. 

 

NAME: 

 

STREET ADDRESS: 

 

APT/UNIT #: 

 

CITY: 

PROV/STATE: 

 

POSTAL/ZIP CODE: 

 

PHONE NUMBER: 

 

I WAS IN THE 1st HUSSARS FROM   _______________ TO _______________               

I AM AN ASSOCIATE:   _____  

 

E-MAIL ADDRESS*: 

 

*Please note: You will receive The Bulletin by e-mail unless requested otherwise. 

 

Please send completed form/cheque to the Association Treasurer: Bill McTavish 

          229 Woodworth Avenue 

          St. Thomas, Ontario 

          N5P 3K9 
 

 

Donations 
 

Here’s my cheque (payable to the 1st Hussars Cavalry Fund) for $___________ to help support: 

 

____ Association    ____ Cavalry Fund 

____ Museum     ____ Sarnia LAV Monument  

____ Cavalry Troop    ____ London’s St. Pat’s Pub 

____ Sarnia’s Oktoberfest   ____ Other (Please Specify) ____________________ 

 

Tax receipt to be sent to: 

NAME: 

 

STREET ADDRESS: 

 

APT/UNIT #: 

 

CITY: 

PROV/STATE: 

 

POSTAL/ZIP CODE: 

 

 

Please send completed form with donation to the Cavalry Fund Treasurer: Mike Steele 

           4 Golfview Crescent 

           London, Ontario 

           N6C 5M9  


