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This Bulletin is brought to you by donations from Don Black (Deceased), George Gander,  

Thelma Tuttle (In Memory of Roy Tuttle), Don Watts & Ron Watts. 

As most of you know, the Messes at Wolseley 

Barracks are being moved to Beaver Hall and the 

three Mess buildings are slated for demolition.  Our 

last meeting was held at the Victory Branch Legion.  

As of February, we will meet at the Byron Legion.   

They give us the room for free and I have given 

them a list of our meeting dates until June. 

 

This Bulletin contains a list of 1st Hussar WWII 

veterans who have recently received the French 

Legion of Honour medals.   Several of these were 

presented at the tank in Victoria Park after our 

Remembrance Day Service.  Congratulations to all!  

Nick Corrie has been busy creating a 1H film which 

will be screened at a later date. This film documents 

the history and achievements of the 1st Hussars 

throughout the years.  We also have an article on 

S.S. Laurentic by Don Bondy and the story of 

Michelle Lundy’s quest for the unidentified 

gentleman in her grandfather’s pictures and the 

serendipitous outcome.  

Please note that the information on the trip to 

Holland (May 2015) is available to those who wish 

to participate.  Our next issue of the Bulletin will 

have coverage of the 1H Christmas party in Sarnia.  

Have a happy holiday season & a bright New Year. 
 

A message from the Editor: 
Season’s Greetings to all members of the 1st Hussars 

Association.  As 2014 is wrapping up, I would like 

to take the opportunity to thank those who have 

helped me feel a welcome part of the 1st Hussars 

family.  I would also like to mention that if you are 

not already a member of the 1st Hussars Association, 

please consider joining in 2015.  Your yearly dues of 

$20 allows us to continue providing the Bulletin, as 

well as helps to fund the many endeavours that the 

Association puts together to keep the ties of the 

regimental family firmly knotted.  The Association 

form is included in this publication, and can also be 

found at: 

http://www.firsthussars.ca/#!membership/c1qc1 

http://www.firsthussars.ca/
mailto:1sthussarsbulletin@gmail.com
mailto:steelemr@rogers.com
http://www.firsthussars.ca/%23!membership/c1qc1


 2 

If you have any questions, comments or ideas of what 

you might like to see in your regimental newsletter, 

please contact me.  I can be reached at 

1sthussarsbulletin@gmail.com. 

 
 
General Meetings and Events – London 
 

PLEASE NOTE:   

Our weekly lunches are held Wednesdays in the 

Officers Mess.  Last one will be 17 Dec 14.   

No news on the future or the move as of yet. 

 

1H Association Meetings 

*No meeting held in January* 

 

Sunday 8 Feb. 2015, 1300 hrs at the Byron Legion, 

1276 Commissioners Road West, London. 

 

Sunday 15 Mar. 2015, 1300 hrs at the Byron 

Legion, 1276 Commissioners Road West, London. 

 

St. Patrick’s Irish Pub Night 

Saturday 14 Mar. 2015, 8:00 PM – 1:00 AM 

HMCS Prevost, 19 Becher Street, London. 

 

 
 

General Meetings and Events – Sarnia 
 

Sarnia’s meetings are held on the second Thursday 

of each month at the WOs' and Sgts' Mess at the 

Sarnia Armouries, beginning at 7:00 PM.  

 

Next meeting is 8 Jan 15. 

February meeting is 12 Feb 15. 

 

 

 

 
 
In Memoriam 
 

 

Michael Buziak 

2 September 2009, age 89, Toronto Ontario 

Michael was a WWII veteran of the 1st Hussars, and 

was retired from Canada Post after 34 years service. 

 

Nathan Cirillo 

22 October 2014, age 24, Hamilton Ontario 

Cpl Cirillo was standing guard at the National War 

Monument in Ottawa when his life was taken.  He 

served with The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders 

of Canada.  (Princess Louise’s) 

 

William Rodrigues 

1 November 2014, age 91, London Ontario 

Bill was a proud and long-serving member of the  

1st Hussars from 1940-1967. 

 

Victor Speake 

3 November 2014, age 86, London Ontario 

Mr. Speake was the father of Norm Speake, who 

was the ‘A’ Squadron Officer Commanding in the 

late 1970’s – early 1980’s. 

 

Kenneth Tissington 

8 December 2011, age 91, Chilliwack BC 

Ken was a D-Day veteran who served with the  

1st Hussars during WWII. 

 

Patrice Vincent 

20 October 2014, age 53, Longueuil Quebec 

WO Vincent was a soldier with the RCAF,  

438 Tactical Helicopter Squadron in St. Hubert, QC. 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/Michelle/Desktop/1H%20Bulletin%2014%2002/1sthussarsbulletin@gmail.com
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Knights of Armour: 
French Legion of Honour Medal 
Recipients  
By Michelle Lundy 

 

 
Present and past Hussars stand together at Holy Roller. 

Photo: Michelle Lundy 

 

On Sunday, November 9th 2014, both past and 

present 1st Hussars gathered in remembrance as they 

do every year, but this year was unique. 

 

We also paid respects to the 1st Hussars WWII 

veterans who had been awarded the rank of Knight 

of the National Order of the Legion of Honour.  

This award of high distinction recently came from 

the French Government for a soldier’s participation 

on D-Day, and ultimately the liberation of France in 

1944. 

 

A number of 1st Hussars veterans were recipients of 

the honour.  In attendance on November 9th were 

Bill Bury, Phil Cockburn & Jim Fisher.   

Ken MacGillivray of the Regina Rifles was 

recognized during the ceremony as well. 

 

Another 1st Hussar, Harold Duggan was honoured 

during a separate observance in Barrie, ON. 

 

John Potter and Bill Reed were not present at the 

ceremony, but have been awarded the medal.  

Marshall Dejaegher, who had also been nominated, 

regrettably passed away in August. 

 

Congratulations to these exemplary veterans in 

recognition for their service overseas. 

 

 
Bill Bury receives his medal from LCol Rick Phillips. 

Photo: Jay Hancock 

 

 
LCol Rick Phillips presents the medal to Phil Cockburn. 

Photo: Jay Hancock 

 

 
Jim Fisher is awarded his medal by LCol Rick Phillips. 

Photo: Jay Hancock 

 

 
Harold Duggan pictured with his son Bill,  

during a ceremony in Barrie. 

Photo: DND 
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"From Horses to Horsepower" 
The Story of the First Hussars 
 By Nick Corrie 

 

 
Scrap metal for training –  

A Renault at Camp Borden. 

Photo: Red McCormick Collection 

 
"From Horses to Horsepower" - The Story of the 

First Hussars is believed to be the only attempt to 

record the Regiment's history on film. Produced by 

Honorary Colonel Andre Maas and sponsored by 

the Cavalry Fund, 158 years of history is depicted 

utilising archival film footage stretching back to 

cavalry training at Port Stanley in the 1920's and 

30's.  

 

A special highlight is discovering good colour 

film depicting the Regiment's 1940-41 tank training 

at Camp Borden in their "newly" acquired Renault 

tanks bought from the US as scrap metal. The film 

continues through WWII and into the post war 

period training in Shermans at Camps Petawawa, 

Borden and Meaford, finally winding up our 

history recognising the Regiment's contribution 

with modern day postings to Bosnia, Somalia and 

Afghanistan. 

 

Throughout the film's 30 minutes, the viewer's 

attention is drawn to the fact that despite all the 

changes over the years, from a warm horse to cold 

steel, the army barely changes at all: summers under 

canvas, cold shaves outdoors, latrines and lots and 

lots of parades - good old square bashing - is 

common to all eras. 

 

The film's premier will be held in the coming new 

year; date and time to be announced - stay tuned!  

 

- Nick Corrie, Film Writer and Director 

 

1st Hussars Museum Report 
By Steve Liggett 

 

The Museum closed, except by appointment, on 

November 12. We will reopen regularly, on 

Saturdays and holidays, starting April 18, 2015.  

 

The biggest event for the Museum during the year is 

Doors Open London. This is a two day event that 

takes place on the last weekend in September. The 

Museum was open on Saturday September 27 and 

Sunday September 28 from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

The Regiment sent a G Wagon and three soldiers: 

MCpl Gomes, Cpl Roome and Tpr Loiselle.  Ron 

Janus set up a display and sold items from the Kit 

Shop. We also had members of No 9 Cadet Corps 

wearing period (mostly World War 2) uniforms 

from the Museum’s collection. Don Bondy and Joe 

Murray showed people around, explained the 

displays and told stories from the Regiment’s 

history. Alastair Neely, Michelle Lundy, Nick 

Corrie and Jeff Dunham also lent a hand. We had 

the two best days of the year in terms of attendance. 

There were 157 visitors on Saturday and 129 on 

Sunday. 

 

 
Cpl Roome, Preston Grandel, Patrick Grandel 

and Tpr Loiselle during Doors Open. 

Photo: Darren Grandel 

 

In other news, the Museum Committee has been 

busy lately completing the inventory of the items in 

storage. The uniforms had not been listed properly. 

That task was successfully completed by Mike 

Steele, Pat O’Hagan, Michelle Lundy, Nick Corrie 

and Don Bondy. 

 

If you would like to visit the Museum, before we 

reopen in April, please call 519-455-4533. 
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“Operation Surprise” 
By Joe Murray 

 

 
“Operation Surprise” 

Photo: Joe Murray 

 

Col Jim Thompson had taken a spill earlier in the fall 

and was still in the process of recovering.  On 

October 8th, the former CO’s decided to drop by and 

cheer him up.  Col Maas, Col Drake, the current and 

former HCol dropped in along with Col Judd, and 

LCol Murray, Haley, Thompson, Brown and Major 

Mike Steele (who organized everyone.)  General 

Beverly Thompson was in on the operation. We did 

manage to drink all of Col Jim's beer. A very good 

time was had by all.  

 

 
A Photo Op… 
 

 
HCol Maas standing in front of a U.S. Abrams tank 

during the Royal Canadian Armoured Corps 

Annual General Meeting in Gagetown. 

Photo: DND 

Overloon War Museum - Holland 

By Michelle Lundy 

 

 
A model of “Dora”, a railway gun used in  

Crimea during siege operations in WWII. 

Photo: Joe Murray 

 

The National War and Resistance Museum of the 

Netherlands is located in Overloon, Holland.  It is 

on the site where WWII infantry and tank battles 

occurred between September and October 1944.  

Joe and Nancy Murray had the opportunity to visit 

when scouting out locations for the May 2015 

pilgrimage to Holland.  It is a stop on the itinerary 

and details about the trip can be found on the last 

page of the Bulletin. 

 

 
Nancy Murray peers into one of the  

shell casings from “Dora”. 

Photo: Joe Murray 
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1H On Board S.S. “Laurentic” 
By Don Bondy 

 

 
S.S. Laurentic 

Photo submitted by Don Bondy 

 

The S.S. “Laurentic” carried 1st Hussars soldiers 

across the Atlantic during WWI.  ‘C’ Squadron of 

the 1st Hussars were in Amherstburg, ON at that 

time.  When war was declared, the squadron was 

told to report to Valcartier, where they became  

#1 platoon A Company 1st Battalion of the 1st 

Division Canadian Infantry.  The Thomas brothers 

were Hussars in that platoon, Murray as an officer 

and Albert a corporal. 

  

The following is a fine example of one of the letters 

written by L. Murray Thomas, and published in the 

Amherstburg Echo in 1914. 

 

  
On board S.S. "Laurentic." 

12-10-14.  

Lat, 50-14 N. Long. 16-11 W.  

The Editor of The Echo:-  

Our long ocean voyage is nearly over, we expect to 

reach Southampton tomorrow night and to disembark on 

Wednesday. We broke camp at Valcartier on September 

25th, and have been on the water ever since.  The Royal 

Canadian Dragoons of Toronto, and the Medical Corps, 

along with the 1st Battalion, total about 1500 strong, 

make up the troops on board this palatial steamer.  The 

officers are travelling first-class, the non-coms, second, 

and the privates third. The men are well fed and are a 

most contented lot.  Judging from our trip so far one 

would think that we were bound on a mission of pleasure 

than one bent on destruction.  

We were not at all sorry to leave camp.  We were all 

anxious to be on our way to the front.  The five weeks 

we spent there were ones filled with lots of work, and 

soon we'll be at it again, only harder.  It so happened; 

that it rained the morning -we left home, it was raining 

when we arrived at camp and also when we left 

Valcartier.  However, the weather since has been ideal, 

we experienced no rough weather on our trip across the 

pond, and what's more we saw no sight of the German 

navy; well for them that they didn't show up, for we 

were well protected.  

There are 32 transports carrying the troops, horses 

etc.  We are protected by 8 cruisers and 3 

superdreadnoughts.  The transports are formed in three 

columns, each headed by cruisers, then there are cruisers 

in rear and to the flanks.  The dreadnoughts are well out 

in front and to the flanks.  Some of the finest ships afloat 

are carrying troops and it is a grand sight to see them 

altogether.  

Our battalion is composed of men from the Western 

Ontario regiments, and we are known as the First 

Ontarios.  The organization of a regiment is changed 

from an 8-company to a 4-company regiment, same as 

our present cavalry organization.  The Amherstburg boys 

and the others that came down with me form No. 1 

Platoon of No. 1 Company.  Our Company is 

commanded by Major Sutherland of the 24th Grey's 

Horse.  We feel safe in his hands.  Practically all of my 

Platoon are First Hussar men, and they feel highly 

honored in being put on the right flank of the first 

company.  I am attaching a list of my men, giving their 

regimental numbers.  It may be well to preserve it, as 

you will be able to follow them better when once we 

start on serious work.  

Our life on board ship has been very pleasant and not 

hard work.  Reveille is at 6.00 a.m. in the morning, the 

men have physical drill and the officers lectures.  The 

afternoon is devoted to drill and lectures.  At odd times 

we have fire drill, in five minutes every man is at his 

alarm station with his life belt on.  Every morning the  

O. C. of troops and the Captain of the ship make an 

inspection of the men's quarters, every bed has to be 

neatly and uniformly made, their kit laid out on bed, the 

floor swept.  If anything is out of order they are given 

extra fatigues to do in the form of peeling potatoes, 

swabbing decks, etc.   

Cont’d - 
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The boys will all be able to do house-work when they 

get home.  Watching the men wash their clothes on wash 

day is worth while; some of them even take in washing 

so as to earn a little extra money.  

We have concerts on board every few nights, and it 

would be hard to beat them.  It is wonderful the amount 

of talent we have on this ship - every line of amusement 

you want.  We don't lack for pleasure of any sort, as 

there are all kinds of games to be played on deck.  

Our chaplain is a Belgian priest - he was only in Canada 

a few months.  His home has been destroyed, and 

knowledge of his relatives was not at hand when we 

left.  He is a fine specimen of man, jolly and kind-

hearted.  Talks to "my dear boys", as he calls us, at both 

the Roman Catholic and English church services.  He is 

well liked by every one on board.  

There were very few cases of seasickness coming over, 

didn't have time to be sick.  The boys from home area 

looking fine and I from time to time will write and tell 

you about them. I would give lots to see an Echo just 

now.  We do miss them.  

Sincerely,  

L.M.  THOMAS. lst Bri.  C.E.F.  

 

A rare coin is available for purchase through the 

Royal Canadian Mint.  It is 10 oz. of fine silver, and 

commemorates the anniversary of the declaration of 

WWI.  The image is that which the 1st Hussars 

might have seen as they sailed out on S.S. Laurentic 

– out of the Gaspe Peninsula and on route to battle. 

 
Photo: Royal Canadian Mint 

Missed & Not Forgotten 

By Michelle Lundy 

 

 
 

PART I:  November 2013 

 

I had seen his face in so many of my grandfather 

“Red’s” WWII photographs.  As I browsed through 

the delicate memories caught on paper, I was 

amazed by the number of names and faces that had 

been captured on film, yet one face continually 

stood out to me.  A man slightly taller than my 

grandpa - with a shy, slight smile.   

 

Who was this man? 

In Red & Dorothy’s wedding photo, taken in 

England - August 1943, he stands next to my 

grandfather as his ‘Best Man’.  

They must have been good friends.   

Had I met him?   

I had met so many of my grandpa’s Hussar friends 

when I was a child, but both Red & Dorothy have 

since passed away, and all I have are photos and no 

voice to tell me the stories. 

  

I then came across my grandparent’s marriage 

certificate.  Upon closer inspection, I was able to 

decipher the witness name:  J. J. Floyd.   

Was this the name of the soldier whose identity had 

remained a mystery? 

 

Meanwhile, I had become a volunteer on the  

1st Hussars Museum Committee.  I had a plethora of 

resources available to me, and kept my eyes peeled  

for any information on a soldier by the name of  

“J.J. Floyd”.  It was actually online that I came 

across an archived issue of the Bulletin, with a 

request from a woman who was looking for 

information on her grandfather “Jim Floyd”. 

Cont’d - 
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I immediately contacted Mike Steele for a copy of 

that Bulletin.  He was able to email me a copy and I 

attempted contact with the woman – who 

incidentally was someone I had gone to elementary 

school with!  Unfortunately, the e-mail I sent had 

come back undeliverable. 

 

Back at the 1st Hussars Museum, I had noticed that 

‘Cpl Jim Floyd’ was one of the names embroidered 

on the infamous swastika quilt.  I also came across a 

‘B’ Squadron Casualty Report dated July 5, 1944.  

On the list of “Missing in Action” was Cpl. J.J. 

Floyd. 

  

I again attempted to contact Jennifer, the woman 

searching for information on her grandfather.  This 

time, I was able to locate her on Facebook and send 

a message through there.  Albeit a strange message 

to write to someone, it turned out to be a success!  

Jennifer wrote back to me and we were able to 

exchange information.  I sent her the photos and she 

was able to confirm that the familiar face was in 

fact her grandfather: Jim Floyd. 

 

 

PART II:  Who was Jim Floyd? 

 

James John Floyd was a Corporal in ‘B’ Squadron 

with the 1st Hussars in WWII.   He was one of the 

soldiers initially missing and captured by the 

Hitlerjungend after June 11th, 1944 - The Battle of 

Le Mesnil-Patry.  In fact, I later discovered that out 

of the five men pictured below, Jim Floyd and 

Harry Gristey were the only ones to survive that 

‘Black Day’. 

 

 
L-R: J. Floyd, G. Huckell, H. Gristey, K. Pedlar, 

and R. Lafraniere 

Photo: Red McCormick Collection 

PART III:  November 2014 

 

On Remembrance Day 2014, I was volunteering at 

the 1st Hussars Museum with Steve Liggett.  I was 

telling him the story of the mystery man in the 

photos who turned out to be Jim Floyd, and how I 

had found his granddaughter through an old issue of 

the Bulletin. 

 

Shortly after, a man and his friends came in to 

browse and I asked them what brought them into 

the Museum.  They had been to the service at the 

Cenotaph earlier.   

 

"My grandfather was in ‘B’ Squadron of the  

1st Hussars in WWII." said one of the visitors. 

 

Naturally I was elated as I too had a grandpa who 

was in ‘B’ Squadron of the 1st Hussars in WWII. 

 

"What was your grandfather's name?" I asked. 

 

"Jim Floyd." he replied. 

 

I was shocked.  It seemed a mere 120 seconds had 

passed since I had recounted the story to Steve. 

I took the visitors directly to the WWII displays. 

 

I pointed to the photo of ‘B’ Squadron.   

“That is your grandfather, Jim Floyd…and that's my 

grandpa, Red McCormick.  They are standing right 

next to each other.” 

 

 
 

He did not know of Red.  He also did not know of 

my correspondence with his cousin Jennifer.  I 

introduced myself and so did he.  It turns out he is 

his grandfather’s namesake: Jim Floyd. 

 

I was able to show Jim and his friends around.  I 

pointed out some artifacts in the Museum, including 

the casualty list and the swastika quilt.  I also 

arranged to e-mail him the photos of his grandfather 

that I had.  Although the story of Jim Floyd is far 

from complete, thus far it has been an extraordinary 

experience – including a Remembrance Day not to 

be forgotten!    
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THE 1ST HUSSARS KIT SHOP  
 

Following are the items currently available in the kit shop.  These prices do not include shipping costs.  If we have to send 

the item to you, please remember to enclose adequate postage.  Schedule at the moment: Open most Thursday training 

nights.   Please phone ahead if you are planning to visit.   

 

1st Hussars Kit Shop       Major George Stirrett Armouries 

701 Oxford Street East, Wolseley Barracks     574 Confederation Street 

London, ON  N5Y 4T7       Sarnia, ON  N7T 2C3 

Phone: Ron Janus (519) 649-1947 or ron.janus@rogers.com  Phone: Larry Jamieson: (519) 339-8993 

or Mark Fitz-Gerald (226) 448-9169 or fitzy.74@hotmail.com  or George Fortin: (519) 332-1666 

          

Item        Cost 
Belgique berets      $20.00 

Officers’ cloth cap badge    $20.00 

Cap Badge (Brass)     $20.00 

Regimental Tie      $25.00 

Blazer Crest      $25.00 

Large and small buttons - gold plated   $  3.00 each or all 8 for $20.00 

Black belt with Gold or Silver 1H buckle   $25.00 

Lapel Pin (1 H)            $  7.00 

Tie clip       $15.00 

1H key chain – Gold or Pewter    $  5.00 

1st Hussars regimental coin (numbered)   $10.00 

1H Ball Caps        $15.00 

Golf shirts      $40.00 

T-shirts – black embroidered    $15.00 

T-shirts – Army green     $10.00 

T-shirts – brown “Keep Calm & Hussar On”  $15.00 

Sweat shirts      $25.00 

Windshield Decals (I H-Gold)    $  3.00 

License Plate Frames     $10.00 

Mug Porcelain      $  5.00 

Beer Coolers      $  2.00 

Water bottle      $  4.00 

Plastic coffee travel mug               $  5.00 

Ladies Brooch      $25.00 

Royal Canadian Armoured Corps History  $50.00 

1st Hussars New Regimental History (2004)   $50.00 contact for shipping charges 

Bronze plaques (1H)            $50.00 

Miniature Guidon (unframed)              $200.00 

Miniature Guidon (framed)    $350.00 

1st Hussars Silver Ring                       $350.00 

1st Hussars Gold Ring     Contact for pricing 

1H Support the Troops pin                  $ 5.00 

Riggers Belts      $20.00 

Sunglasses      $15 to $35 depending on style 

Tactical Gloves (half finger)    $20.00 

Tactical Gloves (full finger)    $25.00 

Shemagh      $15.00 

Hockey Jersey      $125.00 

Embroidered Crest (on your own shirt or jacket)  $10.00 

Pewter Stein engraved     $90.00 

mailto:ron.janus@rogers.com
mailto:fitzy.74@hotmail.com
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1st Hussars  
Camouflage Hockey Jerseys 

Sizes from Small to 3XL Goalie 

 
 

    
 

 

 

Pricing: 
 

Basic Jersey – No Logos $80 

 

Jersey with Crest - $90 

 

Complete Jersey as seen – $125 

(includes crest, name and number on the back and sleeves) 

 

Additional smaller crests on the shoulders - $15 

 

 

 

See the kit shop for ordering and to try on samples for sizing. 

 

 

**Orders will be taken in early 2015**  
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Association Dues 
 

Please use this form for address changes as well 

 

Bill McTavish 

229 Woodworth Ave 

St Thomas, Ontario 

N5P 3K9 

 

Here’s my cheque for $20.00 for 20____ dues.   I was in the 1st Hussars from __________ to_________ 

 
      

  ________________________________________________________________________ 

  Name       e-mail address 

 

  ________________________________________________________________________ 

  Apt #           Address 

 

  _______________________________________________ (______)_________________ 

  City            Prov/State                       Postal/Zip                    Telephone number  

 

 May we send the bulletin to you by e-mail?  Yes______       

                                                                                                      

************************************************************************ 

 

Donation to the Regimental Museum / Cavalry Fund / Association  

 

1st Hussars Cavalry Fund  (select one)      ____(Museum)     ____(Cavalry Fund)     ____(Association) 

c/o Mike Steele      (Select one) 

4 Golfview Crescent              

London, Ontario N6C 5M9 

 

Here’s my cheque for $________ to help support the Museum / Cavalry Fund / Association   

Send tax receipt to: 

 

______________________________________________________(______) __________________ 

Name                                                               

 

_______________________________________ 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

Apt #           Address 

                  

                Telephone Number 

 

__________________________________ 

City                                  Prov/State                               

 

__________________________________ 

Postal/Zip 

 

 

Donation:  Make cheques payable to the 1st Hussars Cavalry Fund  

 

Yes  _____ I would like to donate some time to the Museum.  Please have someone contact me. 


